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USDA PRIORITIES

Advancing Racial Justice, Equity, 
Opportunity, and Rural 
Prosperity.



USDA PRIORITIES

Addressing Climate Change via 
Climate-Smart Agriculture, 
Forestry, and Clean Energy.



USDA PRIORITIES



USDA PRIORITIES

Tackling Food and Nutrition 
Insecurity.



USDA PRIORITIES

Create More, Better, and New 
Market Opportunities.



USDA PRIORITIES
Create More, Better, and New Market 
Opportunities.

“Farmers, ranchers and forest landowners are on the front 
lines of climate change. At the same time, they are uniquely 
positioned to deliver climate solutions through climate-smart 
production that reduces greenhouse gas emissions and 
sequesters carbon,” said Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack. “



NRCS Technical & Financial Assistance

Conservation Evaluation & Monitoring 
Activity (CEMA)

CEMA 216 Soil Health Testing

CEMA 221 Soil Carbon Stock Monitoring



NRCS Technical & Financial Assistance

Conservation Practice Standard 336 Soil C 
Amendments



Conservation Practice Standard 336 Soil C 
Amendments

Obligated ~ $15 million (+ SH Testing)

Implemented ~ $5 million

Contracted in 30 states

California has the greatest participation



Conservation Practice Standard 336 Soil C 
Amendments

1 Registered Technical Service Provider



Technical Service Provider

TSPs help producers address natural resource concerns 
by providing conservation planning services, design and 
implementation activities, and conservation evaluation 
and monitoring.



Who Is A Technical Service Provider?
• Private Businesses
• American Indian Tribes
• Nonprofit Organizations
• Public Agencies



Technical Service Provider Qualifications
CPS 336 CERTIFICATION OPTION I
Certified in at least one of the following:
• American Society of Agronomy Certified Crop Advisor or 

Certified Agronomist
• Soil Science Society of America Certified Professional Soil 

Scientist
• National Alliance of Independent Crop Consultants 

Certified Professional Crop Consultant



Technical Service Provider Qualifications
CPS 336 CERTIFICATION OPTION II
Education & Experience:
• Associate's or higher degree in Forestry, Agronomy, Soils, 

Animal or Plant Science, Natural Resources, or Rangeland 
Management. 

• Demonstrate at least 2 years' experience providing 
technical assistance to clients with land management and 
related practices.



Technical Service Provider Qualifications
BOTH OPTIONS 

Certify completion of the following NRCS Courses:
1. TSP Orientation and Conservation Planning (AgLearn 

Course NRCS-NEDC-000191)
2. Introduction to the Field Office Technical Guide 

(AgLearn Course NRCS-NEDC-000149)



Technical Service Provider



Questions and Discussion

Candiss Williams, Ph.D. 
National Soil Health Specialist
USDA-NRCS 
Soil Health Division
candiss.williams@usda.gov
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In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil 
rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and 
institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from 

discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including 
gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental 

status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or 
retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by 

USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by 
program or incident.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.


