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Half-State Acreage Class Parcel Acres (2019) Forested Acres (2019) Number of Owners*
East 2-20 233,277 145,682 26,176 
East 20-100 638,459 432,082 17,617 
East 100-1000 1,131,649 608,948 5,187 

East 1000-5000 689,963 233,611 618 
East 5000+ 109,242 39,409 32 
East All Classes 2,802,589 1,459,732 49,375 
West 2-20 739,354 492,574 126,937 
West 20-100 638,156 446,825 23,060 
West 100-1000 541,794 402,282 4,167 

West 1000-5000 102,936 82,705 124 
West All Classes 2,022,240 1,424,386 154,014 

Small Forest Landowner Statistics 
(2019)

https://nrsig.org/projects/small-forest-landowner-regulatory-impacts/files/Small-Forestland-Owners-ESSB-5330-Report-2021011.pdf 
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https://nrsig.org/projects/small-
forest-landowner-regulatory-
impacts/files/Small-Forestland-
Owners-ESSB-5330-Report-2021011.pdf 
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Many reasons to 
own forest land

https://nrsig.org/projects/small-forest-landowner-regulatory-impacts/files/Small-Forestland-Owners-ESSB-5330-Report-2021011.pdf
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https://nrsig.org/projects/small-forest-landowner-
regulatory-impacts/files/Small-Forestland-Owners-
ESSB-5330-Report-2021011.pdf 
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Income Matters
• High variability
• More 

importance on 
larger acreages

• Grey dots are westside owners 
• black dots are eastside owners

https://nrsig.org/projects/small-forest-landowner-regulatory-impacts/files/Small-Forestland-Owners-ESSB-5330-Report-2021011.pdf
https://nrsig.org/projects/small-forest-landowner-regulatory-impacts/files/Small-Forestland-Owners-ESSB-5330-Report-2021011.pdf
https://nrsig.org/projects/small-forest-landowner-regulatory-impacts/files/Small-Forestland-Owners-ESSB-5330-Report-2021011.pdf
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Figure 96 from
https://nrsig.org/projects/small-forest-landowner-regulatory-impacts/files/Small-Forestland-Owners-ESSB-5330-
Report-2021011.pdf 

Survey Q: What will help small forest landowners dealing with economic losses 
due to regulation?

Carbon #1
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West vs East
Two Completely Different Ecosystems
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Biochar as a solution 
on tough sites? 

Photo Credits:
Ken Miller
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Fire Risk Reduction is a 
MUST in eastern 
Washington

Photo Credits: Tony Craven
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Options include 
mastication and/or piling 
and burning

Photo Credits:
Tony Craven
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Or logging and thinning

Photo Credit:
Dale Swedberg
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Then broadcast burning

Photo Credit:
Dale Swedberg
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Traditional Methods Require Skill, 
Finances, Time, (and Luck in the 
weather)

•Often not well suited to small acreages
• Skill sets are uncommon in SFLO community
•Often financially out of reach
•High risk
• Limited windows of (weather) opportunity
•Difficult to verify carbon benefit
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Another Option: 
Small Scale Biochar Technologies

Micro scale: e.g. Ring 
of Fire Biochar Kiln

Mini scale – e.g. BurnBoss T24
https://airburners.com/products/boss-series/burnboss/

Just one problem:  In order to create biochar in 
small scale technologies we needed a law change 
in Washington State

Photo Credit:
Kelpie Wilson
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We proposed a biochar bill
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Which then became the 
Flame Capped Kiln bill

#TeamChar
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Educational 
Materials are a 

MUST
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Democracy is NOT a spectator Sport
• Engage early and often
• Persevere
• Coalitions work!  

• Next Steps
• Try again for Charboss/Burnboss Technologies 
• EPA Rule Change on Air Curtain Incinerators?
• Figure out the carbon credit opportunity
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Hay Burners and Hugel Beds 
are Better with Biochar J

Thank you!
Elaine Oneil, PhD
Executive Director, Washington Farm Forestry Association
eoneil@wafarmforestry.com  360-388-8033

http://www.wafarmforestry.com/

